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and Rural 
Development

THE FUTURE OF FOOD & FARMING  
AGRICULTURE AT THE HEART OF EUROPEAN SOCIETY

FOOD AND FARMING IN FIGURES:

TO EUROPE’S 
FOOD SECURITY…

… AND TO GLOBAL  
AGRI-FOOD TRADE… 

…AND SUPPORTING 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

179 MILLION HECTARES   
OF EUROPE’S LAND  
IS FARMED
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EU agri-food exports  
are worth more than  

€ 130 BILLION/YEARmillion tonnes on average per year 

44 MILLION JOBS IN THE FARMING 
AND FOOD SECTORS COMBINED 

SUPERMARKET

CONTRIBUTING

48%  OF EUROPE’S TERRITORY IS AGRICULTURAL LAND
(including natural grassland)

Around 60% of the farmed land is used for arable crops, 
34% for permanent grassland and meadow, and 6% for 
permanent crops

+23%

The EU supports farmers in many 
African countries, with tariff-free 
access to the European market for 
many agri-food products 

AGRICULTURE: 
ROUGHLY 22 MILLION

FOOD INDUSTRY:  
ROUGHLY 4.5 MILLION

RETAIL FOOD SERVICES: 
ROUGHLY 17 MILLION

Exports  
to EU +23%  
(2013-2016)


